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From the Headmaster:  

Dear Parents  

Is there any value in teaching philosophy 

to children? 

This question is not asking whether we 

should teach formal academic philosophy 

as you might typically find in a senior 

school at A Level but rather should we 

encourage children to learn to participate 

in a structured dialogue around issues or 

ideas that effect the group. In short, it is 

the dialogue that is philosophical in 

nature rather than the specific issue. 

This ability to think critically and even 

logically is a skill that our children need 

to develop as a key learning tool and life-

skill. There is positive evidence that this 

practical approach to learning can be 

easily woven across every school 

curriculum, whether we are studying a 

poem or reading a story or even a news 

item. The ability of children to engage in 

a discourse with others is intellectually 

stimulating and it prepares them well for 

the challenges of everyday life both now 

and the in the future. 

One approach to the teaching of 

philosophy is called the ‘community of 

philosophical inquiry’. This encourages 

children to listen to one another and to 

enhance the quality of talking on a 

focused theme. Research evidence also 

supports the idea that children who have 

been encouraged to share their views and 

hopefully, re-formulate their opinions, 

grow in confidence and independence and 

rightly learn to respect the views of 

others, if only to simply allow them the 

space to articulate their view. 

At Hendon, we are encouraging our 

children to think more deeply and to 

articulate their thoughts on issues both 

within the curriculum context and 

beyond. This includes opportunities 

during well-being lessons, independent 

learning/circle-time and matters raised at 

School Council meetings or Peer Mentor 

training. 

At home, parents can also play their part. 

By which, I do not mean cross-examining 

everything your child says but 

encouraging more opportunities to listen 

to our children. Simply by asking 

questions such as the: who, what, why 

and how on any given topic, will enable 

your child to articulate a deeper-

understanding and to grow in self-

confidence. In a twist to the words of 

Socrates, I believe that ‘the examined Life 

is worth living’! 
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School News: 

• Class Dojo: 

We are delighted to announce that 

we are using Class Dojo this year, 

in all classes from Reception to 

Year 8. Dojo points are given in 

school for all aspects of school life 

such as excellent behaviour, 

perseverance, going the extra mile, 

helpfulness, kindness and being a 

good role model.   

 

You should have received an 

invitation to join Class Dojo and 

instructions on how to download 

the App. This will notify you when 

your child receives a Dojo point and 

what is has been received for. 

Please email your child's form tutor 

or Mrs Stirling 

Jennifer.Stirling@hendonprep.co.u

k if you have any queries about 

Class Dojo.   

 

• HPPG Parent Presentation: 

If you haven’t already bought your 

ticket for the HPPG Parent 

Presentation on Creative Problem 

Solving please speak to your class 

rep for more details.  

 

 

  
REMINDER DATES: 

• Saturday 2nd:  HPPG Family Fun Afternoon : 4 – 6pm  

• Tuesday 5th:  Chinese New Year 

Safer Internet Day  

• Wednesday 6th:  Y3&Y4 Residential Trip to Lincolnsfield (3 days) 

• Thursday 7th :  Prep Superstars – Hot Chocolate with Headmaster 

• Friday 8th :  Y3 & Y4 Return from Lincolnsfield 

• Tuesday 12th :  Zoo-4-You visit Y1 

Tea Time Concert 4.15pm 

HPPG Parent Presentation: Creative Problem Solving: 6.30 – 8pm 

• Wednesday 13th :  Nutrition Workshops : Junior Prep 

• Thursday 14th :  Freshwater Theatre visit Y2: Island Home Workshop 

• Friday 15th :   Half term dismissal usual time. 

 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February: Half Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jennifer.Stirling@hendonprep.co.uk
mailto:Jennifer.Stirling@hendonprep.co.uk


3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Lunch Menu: 

 

This week it was the girls’ turn to show off their football skills, when the U11 Girls Team (Yahvi, 

Saskia, Sriya, Natalie, Nevaeh, Nanami and Marine) performed fantastically well at the Barnet School 

for Sport Football Tournament; finishing 3rd (out of 16 schools) and qualifying for the borough finals on 

the 14th February! Well done girls! #ComeonHendon

 

HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK: 


