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Headteacher Message 

Dear parents, carers and children,    

Welcome Back to Autumn Term 2. This is such an exciting 
term and the children were certainly ready to learn after 
the half term break. I am always proud and impressed 
with how eager our students are to share their learning, 
and Assessment Week is an opportunity for this. As a 
school we have continued, as far as COVID/lockdowns 
have allowed to follow the academic cycle embedded 
into our school year and part of this is our termly internal 
assessments for Years 1-6. These summative 
assessments are never anything to worry about and are 
a part of adding to ongoing formative assessments which 
teachers make all the time. These assessments form part 
of target-setting for end of term progress reports, as well 
as inform teachers of any gaps, strengths and next steps. 
They are also a part of tracking individual progress to 
ensure that each child is stretched and that we are 
meeting their academic needs.  

At Hendon Prep, we understand the balance needed to 
also ensure we are supporting our students with their 
social, emotional and physical needs, and we are 
particularly focussed this year on encouraging students 
to develop independence, resilience and being able to 
express their feelings and opinions clearly. The return of 
students this year has across the country has seen an 
increase in mental health issues, including anxiety and it 
is important that we are all working together to 
understand and support our children.  

 

I want to end by wishing our Hindu, Sikh and Jain 
community a Happy Diwali / Happy New Year / Kali puja 

for this week. I love how our children and staff embrace 
and celebrate festivals, and how much our students learn 
about each other’s cultures. This global outlook and 
understanding will stand them in great stead for the 
future.  
Wishing you all a happy and safe weekend, Mrs Gorasia   

School News 

A Celebration  
We were overwhelmed by the generosity of our Hendon 
Prep families before half term break and your wonderful 
Harvest Festival donations were delivered to Homeless 
Action in Barnet, who were very grateful. 
As a school we celebrated Harvest Festival and 
everything we have to be thankful for with songs and 
readings and a visit from the Reverend Dr Julie Gittoes 
from our local church, St Mary’s. 
Click on the image below to watch the musical 
celebration. 

 
 
Odd Socks Day 
Odd socks day marks the beginning of Anti-Bullying week 
at school and it takes place on Monday 15th November 
2021.  Odd socks day aims to be fun and allows us to 
celebrate uniqueness and individuality. All you have to 
do is wear odd socks to school on Monday. It’s that 
simple!  
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https://youtu.be/lEetLXFBxEc
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  Enhancing and Stretching our Curriculum 

 A bedtime story 
Before half-term, Preschool went to the Little Angel 
Theatre in Islington to see a performance of the 
enchanting poem, ‘The Bed’, written by Sylvia Plath for 
her own children. 
The children were thrilled with the performance, there 
were lots of giggling and squeals of delight. Visiting a 
theatre was a lovely new experience for some of our 
children who were thoroughly engaged in this 
multisensory show. 
A big thank you for all the super parent volunteers.  
 

 
 
Developing an artistic eye 
Year 3 attended a workshop run by an artist educator at 
the National Gallery to discuss a painting by Vernet 
called ' A Shipwreck in Stormy Seas'. The visit was part of 
their research before entering an art competition called 
Take One Picture which gives them a chance to exhibit 
their work at the National Gallery next year.  
After visiting the gallery, the children went to look at the 
fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square which has a sculpture 
called ‘The End’ by Heather Phillipson, using what had 
learnt in the gallery to discuss it.   
 

 

Toy Story  
This week Year 1 went on their first trip when they took 
a coach to Pollocks Toy Museum in Fitzrovia as part of 
their History project. The museum hosts around 7000 
toys from all different countries and time eras. The 
children were shown lots of different toys made from 
different materials. One toy was 143 years old! 
Everyone was fascinated by the moving toys (pull and 
wind up) that were able to be played without electricity. 
The children were shown how an old music box worked 
by winding it up.  
As they moved up through the museum, the children 
were able to explore different rooms with lots of 
different toys, varying from Edwardian table games to 
rocking horses to dolls for boys and girls and space toys, 
all ranging between the 1760s-1970s! 
 

 
 
Young scientists 
2G pretended to be scientists this week when they 
carried out an investigation to discover which material 
is the most absorbent. They discussed what a fair test is, 
made predictions on the least and most absorbent 
materials and then made their observations and 
recorded their results.  
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Reminder Dates Coming Up :  

Thursday 11th Y4 Trip to Hendon Synagogue  
Monday 15th PS- Y6 Odd Socks Day  
Tuesday 16th   5RD Class Assembly  9-9.15am  

 

  Sports Report 

 The Year 5 and 6 football team have had a busy week, 
taking part in a tournament on Monday and their first 
league fixture on Tuesday. The boys were unfortunate 
finishing 3rd in their group and losing out in the semi 
finals at the tournament. An excellent performance in 
their league match on Tuesday resulted in a close loss, 
due to a late goal from the opposition. Man of match 
shared between Grayson and Raul.  

Well done to - Raul, Grayson, Louis, Xavier, Jai, 
Emmanuel, Antoni, Jamal and Pedram.  

 

The Hendon Prep Netball team took part in their first 
league match of the season on Thursday 4th November 
2021 against Etz Chaim Primary School. Hendon played 
some fantastic Netball and ran out 10-1 winners. The 
girls are looking like a very strong team and they're 
looking forward to their next league match.  

Well done to player of the day Zeruchi, and the rest of 
the team - Nushiika, Riya, Jessica, Ako, Lareen and Lily.  

 

 

 

 

 

  And Finally  

 Happy Diwali  
 
As an inclusive community, we celebrate many festivals here at 
Hendon Prep, and this week we would like to wish everyone 
celebrating Diwali a happy and prosperous year.  On Monday 
morning Mrs Randeri-Dey led a Diwali Pre-Prep Assembly and 
a Diwali Prep Assembly on Tuesday. Throughout the school, 
children took part in numerous activities focussed on the 
festival of lights and Hindu New Year. 

 

 


